
So what exactly are we 
going to study this 

semester?



1. The human mind is easily 
shaped and influenced by 
others. 
A. The world is almost always more complicated and 
complex that it appears, yet people seek simple and 
direct explanations. These will always be incomplete. 

B. Humans look for evidence to confirm their beliefs 
but ignore evidence that contradicts their beliefs. 

C. You were not born with your beliefs. You learned 
them from someone, and these people have a motive 
(sometimes good, sometimes bad) for teaching you to 
follow their beliefs/values/opinions.  



But why?



2. The way our INDIVIDUAL lives, choices, and 
opportunities are influenced by SOCIETAL factors.  
Some SOCIETAL FACTORS include:

• government/laws/rules
• race
• sex/gender
• religion
• wealth/poverty
• crime
• family (nuclear family (mom, dad, siblings) and/or extended family)
• friends
• school/education
• the internet/social media
• culture (art, music, movies, tv, fashion, video games, dance, etc.)
• organized extracurricular activities (soccer, band, ballet, gymnastics, mock trial, 

etc.)
• town/neighborhood
• work (volunteer work, job, un-paid responsibilities



3. Develop your SOCIOLOGICAL 
IMAGINATION

• the connection between 
personal experience and 
the broader social and 
political world

• Seeing the STRANGE in 
the FAMILIAR, and the 
GENERAL in the 
PARTICULAR.





STRANGE in the FAMILIAR



GENERAL in the PARTICULAR





4. How our lives are impacted by the SOCIETAL 
CATEGORIES that we place ourselves in, and that 
OTHERS place us in. 

•Why group people together in categories? 

What are some ways that categorizing people may define them 
and effect their lives regardless of individual choices or action?

To the blog


