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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Chinese ambassador: Ignoring the facts
to blame China will only make things
worse
By Cui Tiankai 

May 5, 2020 at 7:06 p.m. EDT

Cui Tiankai is the Chinese ambassador to the United States.

Since January, China has fought a tough battle against the novel
coronavirus and made remarkable progress. In this unprecedented fight,
China spared no expense to save lives.

However, an unnecessary burden has been distracting our focus and
undercutting international efforts to curb the virus: the absurd mind-set
of “always blame China.”

Simply put, for some people, China has to be wrong, regardless of the
facts.
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When China took the decisive step to lock down Wuhan, critics dismissed
the move as a medieval practice that violated human rights, something
typical of an “authoritarian” China. When China provided updates about
the outbreak, they labeled objective facts as disinformation and
propaganda. The nature of China’s political system dominates the content
of their attacks, and the Communist Party is the ultimate target of their
barrage.

As China’s situation improved, the number of confirmed cases and
fatalities skyrocketed elsewhere. Promptly, a few American politicians
switched to their default setting of blaming others, ignoring that China
has done its best in responding to a new virus. They persistently accuse
China of delays and coverups, and some even demand a reckoning with
China.

AD

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/coronavirus-china-wuhan-latest/2020/01/23/2dc947a8-3d45-11ea-afe2-090eb37b60b1_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_5&itid=lk_inline_manual_5
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China was blamed for providing second-rate supplies with quality-control
problems. When measures were taken to ensure the products’ quality,
China was criticized for hoarding supplies and holding up exports.
Conspiracy theories abound — and all point to China’s “geopolitical
strategies.”

The World Health Organization has spoken highly of China’s epidemic
response, which led the conspiracy theorists to charge that China has
either bought the WHO or exerted political pressure on the agency.
Naturally, the WHO has been lambasted for taking sides and being
incompetent.

Is China really to blame? Here are some facts:

AD

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/report-china-hid-coronavirus-severity-to-hoard-supplies/2020/05/03/e5517fd0-8d7c-11ea-9322-a29e75effc93_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_9&itid=lk_inline_manual_9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/china-mike-pompeo-coronavirus-wuhan-lab/2020/04/30/1c9c8e8a-8acb-11ea-9759-6d20ba0f2c0e_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_9&itid=lk_inline_manual_9
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First, China has taken strict measures and made huge sacrifices to keep
the virus in check, which not only saved lives at home but also bought
precious time for the world.

Second, China has done its best to share information about the virus. On
Dec. 27, a doctor in Hubei province reported three suspicious cases. In
the following four days, local and central governments conducted
investigations on the ground. On Jan. 3 — within a week — China began
briefing the WHO, the United States and other countries about the
outbreak. On Jan. 12, China released the whole genome sequence of the
coronavirus, which has proved critical for diagnosis and treatment of the
disease globally.

AD

https://www.axios.com/timeline-the-early-days-of-chinas-coronavirus-outbreak-and-cover-up-ee65211a-afb6-4641-97b8-353718a5faab.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/us-intelligence-reports-from-january-and-february-warned-about-a-likely-pandemic/2020/03/20/299d8cda-6ad5-11ea-b5f1-a5a804158597_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_15&itid=lk_inline_manual_15
https://www.who.int/csr/don/12-january-2020-novel-coronavirus-china/en/
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Third, we shared information with the United States at the earliest
possible time and have been supporting its fight against the disease. The
two countries’ centers for disease control and prevention and government
agencies have been in close communication since Jan. 4, the day after
China briefed the WHO. In their phone calls, President Xi Jinping gave
detailed accounts of China’s measures to President Trump.

By April 29, China had provided, according to our customs figures, more
than 4 billion masks to the United States, or roughly 14 for every
American on average.

There is no denying that the first known case of covid-19 was reported in
Wuhan. But this means only that Wuhan was the first victim of the virus.
To ask a victim for compensation is simply ridiculous.

AD

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/30/trump-china-coronavirus-retaliation/?tid=lk_inline_manual_20&itid=lk_inline_manual_20


5/6/20, 9)36 PMChinese ambassador Cui Tiankai: Blaming China will not end this pandemic - The Washington Post

Page 6 of 11https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/chinese-ambassador-cui-ti…y.html?utm_campaign=wp_main&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter

If that made sense, then who was to compensate for the fatalities of the
H1N1 flu and HIV/AIDS? Who was to pay for the huge losses caused by
the 2008 financial crisis?

Behind the mind-set of “always blame China” is a kind of dirty politics,
championed by a few people who shift the spotlight for political gain. In
their manipulation, China has to be wrong.

It is this blame-shifting that needs transparency.

Blaming China will not end this pandemic. On the contrary, the mind-set
risks decoupling China and the United States and hurting our efforts to
fight the disease, our coordination to reignite the global economy, our
ability to conquer other challenges and our prospects of a better future.
The United States would not emerge as a winner from this scenario.

AD
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It is time to end the blame game. It is time to focus on the disease and
rebuild trust between our two countries. As President Abraham Lincoln
called for “the better angels” in his inauguration speech, I hope that the
wisdom of preceding generations will guide us to choose the right side of
history and work for our shared future together.

Read more:

Max Boot: Trump can’t blame China for his own coronavirus failures

David Ignatius: How China can end the covid-19 conspiracy theories
before they get worse

John B. Bellinger III: Suing China over the coronavirus won’t help. Here’s
what can work.

The Post’s View: China has turned to bullying to avoid accountability. It
may be working on Europe.
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https://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/lincoln1.asp
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/05/03/trump-cant-blame-china-his-own-coronavirus-failures/?tid=lk_inline_manual_30&itid=lk_inline_manual_30
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/how-china-can-end-the-covid-19-conspiracy-theories-before-they-get-worse/2020/04/23/4999a93a-8586-11ea-878a-86477a724bdb_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_31&itid=lk_inline_manual_31
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/04/23/suing-china-over-coronavirus-wont-help-heres-what-can-work/?tid=lk_inline_manual_32&itid=lk_inline_manual_32
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/china-has-turned-to-bullying-to-avoid-accountability-it-may-be-working-on-europe/2020/04/30/30be39c2-8977-11ea-9dfd-990f9dcc71fc_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_33&itid=lk_inline_manual_33
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Josh Rogin: Bill Gates is wrong. China’s coronavirus coverup is not a
‘distraction.’

Coronavirus: What you need to read
The Washington Post is providing some coronavirus coverage free, including:
Updated May 6, 2020

Live updates: The latest in the U.S.

Coronavirus maps: Cases and deaths in the U.S. | Cases and

deaths worldwide

What you need to know: Stay-at-home orders and reopening by

state | Your life at home | Personal finance guide | Make your own

fabric mask | Follow all of our coronavirus coverage and sign up for

our daily newsletter.

How to help: Your community | Seniors | Restaurants | Keep at-risk

people in mind

Remembering the victims: Stories of Americans who have died | A

memorial for those lost to covid-19

https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/global-opinions/bill-gates-is-wrong-chinas-coronavirus-coverup-is-not-a-distraction/2020/04/30/080c6986-8b11-11ea-9dfd-990f9dcc71fc_story.html?tid=lk_inline_manual_35&itid=lk_inline_manual_35
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/05/06/coronavirus-update-us/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/national/coronavirus-us-cases-deaths/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_2
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2020/01/22/mapping-spread-new-coronavirus/?arc404=true&itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_3
https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2020/national/coronavirus-cancellations-postponements-rescheduled-events/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_4
https://www.washingtonpost.com/coronavirus/living/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/04/17/your-money-pandemic/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_6
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/04/05/how-sew-your-own-fabric-mask/?arc404=true&itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_7
https://www.washingtonpost.com/coronavirus/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_8
https://subscribe.washingtonpost.com/newsletters/#/bundle/health?method=SURL&location=ART&itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_9
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2020/03/21/how-you-can-help-during-coronavirus/?arc404=true&itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_10
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/03/11/coronavirus-seniors-help/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_11
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/voraciously/wp/2020/03/18/gift-cards-merchandise-and-to-go-orders-heres-how-restaurants-say-customers-should-support-them/?itid=lb_coronavirus-what-you-need-to-read_12
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